TAG Line Development Guidelines

Background and Purpose

The Purpose of TAG (ThinkAboutGod) is to help people think about God daily.

Five busy business executives who, themselves were in search of a way to strengthen their relationship with God developed the idea for TAG.  It grew from the notion that there are many of us who may desire to strengthen their spirituality, but like most personal development goals, few people are successful in developing and maintaining effective approaches to reaching their objectives.  TAG’s primary objective is to provide its readers with a simple, yet thought provoking daily message, which inspires and motivates them to take an active step which brings them to a closer relationship with God.

Beyond the goal of helping people develop a closer relationship with God, the TAGteam hopes that success in delivering this message to a wide audience will allow them to contribute significant funds generated from its membership subscriptions to a wide range of charitable opportunities. 

Target

TAG is targeting Christians of all Faiths, age groups and geographic locations.

TAGlines

The TAGlines will be delivered to subscribers each morning via email.  This email will contain a daily message for the subscriber consisting of a Theme, Thought, a Challenge and a Bible Reference.  The Challenge will be the “call to action” for the reader which, when acted upon, should strengthen their Faith.  Knowing that many of our subscribers are busy people, the TAGlines will be brief and concise.  

Development Guidelines

Provoke thought………….Don’t preach.

Challenge…………………Don’t direct.

Inspire……………………..Don’t discourage.

Be positive………………..Not negative.

Promote action…………...Not just thought.

FORMAT

Theme

Each TAGline will relate to a Theme with which it can be categorized for later reference.  Those Themes may be related to a human emotion, a life event, a Christian value or a spiritual gift.  Themes may include love, faith, hope, anxiety, death, joy, fear, marriage, vocation, etc.  Please use the attached as a reference.

Thought

The Thought should provoke some reflection on the Theme by the reader without preaching or teaching.  It should be positive and inspire the reader to act on the Challenge.

· Short (can be read in less than 20 seconds)

· Christian message (can easily be referenced by a Biblical verse)

· Appeals to all demographics

· Touches a human emotion

Challenge

The Challenge should direct the reader to take some action that day in either thought or deed.  It should be an activity that most readers can accomplish within their daily routines whether they interact with family, co-workers or strangers.

· Brief (can be read in less than 10 seconds)

· Related to thought

· Personally actionable

· Requires some immediate (today) action

· Challenges the individual to strengthen their relationship with God

Reference 

It is important to root the TAGline with God’s word by referencing it to the Bible.  Each reference should provide the reader the opportunity to further investigate the context of the verse should they choose to read the entire passage which contains the referenced verse.

· Biblical context which supports the Theme, Thought or Challenge

· No more than two verses in the reference.

On-line search for Biblical topics:  

http://wbsa.logos.com/

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Concordances/NavesTopicalBible/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/

Samples

Theme:  Anxiety

Thought

Anxiety is an expensive habit.  Of course, it might be worth the cost if it worked.  But it doesn't.  Our frets are futile.  Worry has never brightened a day, solved a problem or cured a disease.  God leads us.  God will do the right thing at the right time.

Challenge

If you find yourself worrying today, stop, say a prayer, and ask for God’s guidance.

Reference

You cannot add any time to your life by worrying about it.

Matthew 6:27

Theme:  Wisdom

Thought

Do you know what I've discovered about the Lord?  He doesn't give wisdom on credit.  He doesn't advance you a bundle of insight.  Do you know when He gives us words and wisdom and insight?  Right when we need them.  At the very instant they are required.

Challenge

When God grants you wisdom today, remember to thank him.

Reference

Do not worry about how or what you are to say; for it will be given you in that hour what you are to say.

Matthew 10:19
Theme:  Evangelism

Thought

Jesus told the leper to keep his healing a secret, but in his joy, he told everyone.  Jesus tells us to tell everyone about his good news, but in our timidity, we keep it a secret.

Challenge

Forward this message to someone, to show them that you are not timid about sharing God’s good news.  

Reference

Now, Lord, enable your servant to speak your word with great boldness.

Acts 4:29
Instructions

1. Choose a Theme.

2. Utilize the template provided.

3. As a second step, you may find it helpful to consider the Challenge related to the theme since this action is key to the TAG mission.

4. If you use any existing materials from other publications or authors, please provide complete information on the source, and indicate any copyrights that exist for the material utilized.  See below.

5. Be certain that your Challenge requires some immediate (same day) actionable activity.

6. Provide the Bible reference including book, chapter and verse, and include the version of the Bible that you used for your scripture verse.  [Note:  The TAGteam acknowledges that there are often numerous Scripture passages associated with various themes and many may wish to select their favorite passage for their TAG submission.  However, if you wish, leave the Reference blank and theTAGteam will research and apply an appropriate Reference based upon your Theme/Thought/Challenge.]

7. Inspire, and strengthen someone’s relationship with God!

THEME

THOUGHT

CHALLENGE

BIBLICAL REFERENCE

MATERIALS REFERENCE (if any)

Book or Publication:

Author:

Publisher:

Contact Information:

Copyrighted?

TAGlines submitted become the property of Think About God and may be distributed in electronic, print or other forms.  The editors reserve the right to alter or reject any submission.  

THEMES

Anxiety

Wisdom

Evangelism

Love

Faith

Hope

Death

Joy

Fear

Marriage

Vocation

Peace
Forgiveness
Fellowship
Security
Praise
Service
Discipleship
Stewardship
Patience
Kindness
Charity
